
That Blessed Hope 

Three interrelated virtues remained paramount for the Church.  

       

Paul testified to these virtues. 
   

    

      
          
        

The apostle Paul praised the believers for their patience.  
Patience is closely associated with the word passion.  
Passion, in turn, relates to suffering (Acts 1:3).  
Patience involves suffering or enduring times of difficulty. 
Patience and longsuffering are different. 
Patience speaks to the quality of one’s endurance. 
Longsuffering refers to the quantity (or length) of the endurance. 

What was their hope?  
Associated it with a future resurrection. 

  
The Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58).  

For those who trust solely in Christ's finished work. 

       
            

            
           

          

This event could take place at any time.  

Faith, hope, and charity (1 Corinthians 13:13).

While "the greatest is charity" ... 
Hope stands prominent in his writings.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.

This is "that blessed hope” (Titus 2:13).

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 For they themselves shew of us what 
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God; And to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.



Satan wants to destroy this hope. 
Destroy the hope and an impure church arises. 

            
       

This hope produces godly living.  

       
          

       
        

        
         

   

The Rapture and faithful service go hand in hand. 
An impure Christianity no longer has this hope. 
Without it there is no watchfulness. 
It produces false doctrine and confusion. 

         
         
           
            

      

The Rapture is mocked by many today. 
Few believers know much about the truth. 
They have no hope to cling to in this fallen world. 
They are easy prey for deception. 

         
    

          
  

1 John 3:3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure.

Titus 2:12-14 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from 
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

2 Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come.

2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived.



Things are indeed getting worse. 
We need to be ready, watchful and full of hope. 

       
         

            
          

          
         
        

        
       

Hebrews 12:1-2 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us , and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.


